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much together an<l in as efficient a state as possible; but that it would be useless to attempt to carry on the Government with a minority in the House of Commons, and that he must therefore state his inability to undertake to form a Government in the present. Parliament.
What was then to be done? I asked. f Mr. Gladstone ought to remain in and continue to carry on the Government;.' This, I said, 1 thought he very likely would object to, having declared bis views so strongly on this measure. This was a mistake, Mr. Disraeli replied, and he ouj^ht never to have done so. That mitfht be so or not, I said, but, anyhow Mr. Gladstone did feel this, and did not ask for a dissolution, therefore 1 thought it doubtful whether he would consent to resume or continue, in otlice, feeling he could not, submit to this vote. * Hut ho lias cttrutunt'd for it by his resignation and readiness to give, up power/ was the answer; that he should not throw up otlice merely for this vote; it would not be a good return to the present Parliament, which had supported him so warmly, and in which he bad curried ,'i fctvat measures, for HO he must call them, though ho mitfht not utfree with them. I again asked him what, I was to say to Mr. Gladstone, and he repeated that * I decline to form a Government* iu the present Parliament, and I do not ask for n dissolution/
Of course, he said* there were instances when* a Sovereign had been left without a Government, and in such, a case he would, of eourne, he ready to nerve me. I said that I would at unco 1ft Mr. Gladstone know, but that I might have to call upon him again.
Disraeli, in giving Hardy afterwards an account of IUH audience, added that the Quern's 'cordiality was marked,' and that * she manifested, as he thought, a repugnance to her present (Jovormnent/ To Beauehnmp ho wrote: * I hud a more than gracious reception; and, if Her Majesty were leader of the Opposition, I believe tins morning she. would he First Lord of her own Treasury/ The Queen at once .sent 1'nnsonhy to Gladstone, with an account of what, had passed, adding, * She* considers this as .sending for you anew/ But Gladstone suspected a trick and told Ponnonby that he 'thought Mr. IHsraoli was endeavouring, by at once throwing buck on me an offer which it was impossible for me at. the time and under the. circumstances to accept. as I was bid. When we got into the lobby, we found ourselves .in a minority, upon which Disraeli said, 'There! we've sacrificed our characters, and voted wrong, and haven't beat the Government after all! '" Comment, I think/ adds Lady Knightley, 'is superfluous/ It is indeed. responding to those distant sympathies whichas they are all written by the
